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Annual Review and Financial Statement for Year to 31 March 2017 

Principal Purposes and Activities 

The principal purposes of the Burgh House CIO are to preserve Burgh House (a Grade 
1 listed building owned by Camden Council and leased to the Trust) and its contents, to 
protect and improve its amenities for the public benefit, to facilitate access to the House 
by the general public and to encourage its use and occupation for charitable purposes. 

Burgh House is a cultural and community centre whose main activities are concerts, 
exhibitions by local artists and lectures; regular meetings of local societies and other 
groups; the Hampstead Museum of local history and art, open to the general public free 
of charge and also available for use by schools; exhibitions of historical, literary and 
artistic interest; and private functions, such as wedding ceremonies, for which Burgh 
House has been licensed, and receptions. 

Chairman's Statement 

Matthew Lewin writes: 

The financial statement which follows shows the CIO's satisfactory performance in this 
its second year since Burgh House Trust was reformed as a CIO.  Income in furtherance 
of the organisation's activities rose £47,900 above last year, whist expenditure rose by 
only £23,600 and, taken in conjunction with earned interest and dividends, resulted in a 
surplus from operating activities of £50,840 after putting an extra £15,000 into the 
reserve for future House maintenance.  In addition, the CIO raised £61,000 towards 
refurbishing the house and spent £60,700 on the refurbishment.  Investments rose by 
£20,300 in the year, to leave an overall surplus of £86,400. 

The year witnessed the completion of a remarkably efficient and successful programme 
of works to the House in what was called the Renaissance Appeal.  When the essential 
work was first planned a few years ago, we feared that the cost would top £250,000 and 
result in the building being closed for many weeks. 

However, a much more creative and well organised reassessment of the programme 
scheduled the works in such a way that disruption to the house’s activities was kept to a 
minimum, with no closures required.  Credit for this successful operation must be given 
to Burgh House director Mark Francis and his team, who also managed to raise the 
£120,000 required from a number of grant giving bodies, fundraising events and 
donations. 

The key elements of the project, which was aimed at “future-proofing” Burgh House, 
were rewiring from top to bottom, restoring the iconic early-18th-century gates; 
improving the environmental control, storage and access to our collection; and creating 
extra capacity for outreach and education work.  The project saw many of the original 
features of the House restored. 

In fact, the above-mentioned restoration of the gates was the subject of a separate 
exhibition entitled Restored to Glory: The Story of the Burgh House Gates in June and 
July.  The iconic, listed wrought-iron gates were added in the early years of the 18th 
century.  As part of our Renaissance Appeal the gates and brickwork were painstakingly 
restored to their original splendour in a £27,000 conservation project. 
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This was one of a number of excellent exhibitions at the house organised by our curator, 
Rebecca Lodge and many and various volunteers and interns.  The first was entitled A 
Collection Unwrapped: Transforming Hampstead Museum.  Burgh House is the proud 

home of Hampstead Museum, founded by the late Christopher and Diana Wade in 
1979.  Over the last 37 years the collection has grown to over 4,000 objects and 
artworks that tell the story of this extraordinary area. 

We are beginning to fundraise to reinterpret and redisplay the permanent collection, 
including a dedicated space that tells the story of Burgh House and all those who have 
lived and worked here since it was built in 1704.  The views of all the users and visitors 
to Burgh House are welcomed. 

Another exhibition focused on the work of artist George Charlton, who lived across the 
road from the House in New End Square.  This exhibition brought together a collection 
of George Charlton’s Slade School nude studies, painted works and personal letters to 
tell the story of his professional and personal life in Hampstead in the 1930s. 

We mounted an exhibition of the work of David S Percy – a long-time resident of Belsize 
Park and an award-winning documentary filmmaker.  Belsize was once a sub-manor of 
Hampstead, and this exhibition illustrates the captivating evolution of Belsize Park from 
the original Belsize House and its extensive estate, with open views over Primrose Hill 
towards Westminster, to the development of central Belsize as it is today. 

One of the more important exhibitions was entitled Beyond Watercolour Gardens: Helen 
Allingham Revisited.  Burgh House has one of the most extensive public collections of 
art by Helen Allingham and it was all on display at the house from July to October.  The 
show examined the artist’s work with a contemporary slant, looking past the exquisite 
watercolour gardens for which she was famous, to the life of the artist herself, her 
marriage, her friends and the evolution of her artistic career. 

Other exhibitions included one about the famous Nursery Rhymes of London Town, 
published in 1916 – the first literary success for the renowned writer Eleanor Farjeon.  It 
led to a string of much-loved children's stories, works of poetry, plays, biographie and 
novels.  Children still learn her poem 'Cats Sleep Anywhere' at school, churchgoers still 
sing her hymn 'Morning has Broken' and for lovers of First World War poetry, her 
poignant book Edward Thomas: The Last Four Years is a must. 

A life-long resident of Hampstead, Farjeon died in 1965, but is still commemorated 
annually by the Eleanor Farjeon Award for outstanding contribution to children's 
literature presented by the Children’s Book Circle.  Nursery Rhymes of London Town 
contains more than 50 nonsense rhymes, all based on London place names, including 
King's Cross and Oxford Circus, as well as local areas such as St John's Wood, 
Highgate and The Spaniards.  These quirky rhymes were immensely popular with both 
adults and children and were recited and sung in classrooms up and down the land. 

Another show was: Retracing Ribeiro.  The Hampstead painter, Lancelot Ribeiro, was 
one of the most original of the Indian artists who settled in Britain in the post-war period.  
A temporary exhibition at Burgh House launched a year-long ‘Retracing Ribeiro’ 
programme of events supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund and being celebrated as 
part of the 2017 UK-India Year of Culture, in partnership with The British Museum, V&A, 
Central Saint Martins, and Camden Archives. 

We were also privileged to help celebrate the 90th birthday of Ishbel McWhirter with a 
retrospective exhibition in the early months of 2017.  Ishbel McWhirter was born in 1927 
and lives and works in Hampstead, London and Anglesey, North Wales. Showcasing 
works spanning from the 1940s to the present, this exhibition was the most 
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comprehensive survey of her work across seven decades, charting her stylistic 
developments, personal relationships and singular sensitivities. 

The House continued to be a popular venue for a wide variety of events, from talks to 
recitals of all kinds – including our own popular series of Lifelines interviews.  Subjects 
this year included Zoe Wannamaker, Jeremy Irons and Baroness Shirley Williams. 

The Friends of Burgh House continued to play an active part in the life of the venue, 
organising a number of successful events ranging from celebrating the Chinese New 
Year to staging a fashion show in which the Hobbs boutique showcased their spring 
2016 collection. 

As always, Burgh House continued to be the venue of choice of a host of local clubs and 
organisations including the Burgh House Bridge Club, the Hampstead Music Club, the 
Camden History Society, the Rock Choir, the Burgh House Scrabble Club, the University 
of the Third Age and, of  course, the Heath and Hampstead Society 

As always, we need to recognise and express our profound gratitude for all the essential 
work carried out by a small army of volunteers without whom it would be nigh on 
impossible to keep the House open to the public. 

This will be my last annual report on the activities taking place at Burgh House.  After 
some 15 years as chair of the Burgh House Trust (now the Burgh House Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation) I am standing down to make way for new blood and energy 
at the helm.  It has been an honour, a privilege and a delight to help run this exciting 
place, and I hope that the incoming chair, Nigel Carrington, will derive as much pleasure 
and stimulation from the job as I did. 

Finally, I would like to thank all the hard-working Trustees of the CIO for their support 
and assistance in making my job so much easier than it could have been, particularly in 
the last few years. 
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Financial Activity in the year 
2016/17 2015/16

£     £     
Income

Activities 207,600 188,700
Donations 41,300 22,500
Museum Project Grants 3,800 -
Shop sales 9,100 8,400
Fundraising events 17,800 12,600
Investment Income 5,000 4,500

_____ _____ 
284,600 236,700

Expenditure
Staff & other management costs 90,700 87,800
House running costs 90,800 79,900
Museum costs 34,200 22,000
Audit fees 1,800 1,800
Furniture, fixtures & fittings 4,400 5,900
Cost of shop sales 6,100 5,800
Cost of fundraising events 5,800 7,000

_____ _____ 
233,800 210,200

_____ _____ 
Operating surplus for the year 50,800 26,500

Increase in the provision for Building Maintenance 15,000 15,000

Donations & fundraising events for the building
refurbishment project 61,000 62,400

Expenditure on refurbishment (60,700) (83,800)

Increase/(decrease) in value of Investments 20,300 (4,800)
_____ _____ 

Surplus for the year £86,400 £15,300
_____ _____ _____ _____  

 

The Trust is dependent on meeting its costs by raising funds from its activities, from 
donations and from investment income. 

The main source of income of the Trust is the hire of the various rooms in Burgh House 
for wedding ceremonies and receptions, concerts, exhibitions by local artists, meetings 
of local societies and other events.  The Trust also receives a rent from the Burgh 
House Buttery. 

The year saw a rise of 5% in income from the hiring of rooms and total income from all 
the house activities was, at £216,700, up 10% on the 2015/16 level.  Donations for the 
year, including fundraising events other than those relating to the refurbishment work, 
brought in £59,100 and were well above the £35,100 received in 2015/16.  The Trust 
also received £5,000 in interest. 

Total expenditure rose in the year and, at £233,800, was £23,600 above the previous 
year.  This created an Operating surplus of £50,800, much better than the surplus of 
£26,500 in 2015/16.  The surplus in 2016/17 was boosted by the Increase in the 
provision for Building Maintenance, which included £61,000 from fundraising activities 
specifically to help fund refurbishment work being undertaken in the House, and the 
value of our investments rose by £20,300, so that the total resources at our disposal 
rose by £86,400 in the year. 
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Financial Resources at 31 March 
 

Apart from bank balances and cash, the financial resources of the Trust are held in the 
COIF Charities Investment Fund and in the COIF Charities Deposit Fund.  The Wade 
Museum Fund assets are held in a separate COIF Charities Investment Fund. 

The Provision for House Maintenance was set up to cover the expected expenditure for 
known major cyclical replacement or maintenance items such as the heating and hot 
water system, wiring and external redecoration. 

The General Fund has to cover any deficits in the Income & Expenditure Account and 
also any decline in the value of the Trust's investments.  It should also provide an 
essential cushion for unquantifiable risks such as dry rot, which is not covered by 
Camden Council's block insurance policy that covers Burgh House.  There is a 
programme of regular inspection to monitor and minimise that risk as far as possible. 

The full audited accounts, from which this Financial Statement has been derived, have 
been lodged with the Charity Commission. 

2017 2016
£   £   

Tied funds 23,300 19,500
Wade Museum Fund - for acquisitions for
the Hampstead Museum

Designated funds 137,000 121,800
Provision for cyclical maintenance and
replacement costs

General Fund 123,100 55,700
______ ______ 

£283,400 £197,000
______ ______ ______ ______ 
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Who's Who 
 

Trustees 

Jules Burns 
N M Carrington (from 13 November 2017, Chairman) 
Linda Chung 

Oliver Cooper (from 13 November 2017) 
Sarah Coop (from 11 May 2016 to 1 July 2017) 
Charlotte Gascoigne 
Tony Ghilchik 
Belinda Harding (to 22 September 2016) 
Philippa Hutchinson (to 20 September 2017) 

Martin Humphery 
Matthew Lewin (Chairman to 13 November 2017) 

Margaret Rodgers 
Carol Seigel 
Richard Solomon (from 21 September 2016) 
Guy Wilson 
Brita Wolf 
 

Committee of Management 

Jules Burns (Chairman) 
Linda Chung (Chairman of the Friends of Burgh House) 
Charlotte Gascoigne 
Mark Francis (General Manager) 

Tony Ghilchik 

Victor Hall (Operations and Events Manager from 1 September 2016) 
Rebecca Lodge (Museum Curator) 
Richard Solomon 
Guy Wilson 
 

Auditor – Constantinos Ioannou, Ioannou & Co. 
 

Director – Mark Francis 
 

Museum Curator – Rebecca Lodge 
 

Operations and Events Manager – Victor Hall 
 
Burgh House, New End Square, London NW3 1LT 
Office telephone: (020) 7431 0144 
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